REMARKS 

In view of the above amendments and the following remarks, reconsideration of the 
rejections contained in the Office Action of October 6, 2004 is respectfully requested. 

In order to make various editorial corrections, the entire specification and abstract have been 
reviewed and revised. As the revisions are quite extensive, the amendments to the specification and 
abstract have been incorporated into the attached substitute specification and abstract. For the 
Examiner's benefit, a marked-up copy of the specification indicating the changes made thereto is 
also enclosed. No new matter has been added by the revisions. Entry of the substitute specification 
is thus respectfully requested. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-7 under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
Fuj ita reference (U S Application 2003/0 1 93 23 1 A 1 ). However, for the reasons discussed below, the 
Applicant respectfully requests that this rejection be withdrawn. 

As an initial matter, the Examiner is requested to note that the present application was filed 
October 15, 2003, whereas the Fujita reference was filed on March 20, 2003 and published on 
October 16, 2003. Furthermore, the present application has a different inventive entity than the 
Fujita reference (i.e., the present application does not have all of the inventors of the Fujita 
reference). Thus, the Fujita reference was developed "by another person,"and qualifies as prior art 
under only 35 USC § 102(e). 

The Applicant further submits that the present application and the Fujita reference were, at 
the time the present invention was made, both owned by, or subject to an obligation of assignment 
to, Delta Tooling Co., Ltd. Therefore, in view of the provisions of 35 USC § 103(c), the subject 
matter of the Fujita reference shall not preclude patentability of the present application. Accordingly, 
the Examiner is respectfully requested to withdraw the rejection. 
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In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is submitted that the present application 
is now in condition for allowance. However, if the Examiner should have any comments or 
suggestions to help speed the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is requested to contact 
the Applicant's undersigned representative. 



WDH/gtg 

Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
January 6, 2005 




W. Dou^asWahm 
Registration No. 44,142 
Attomey for Applicant 
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